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lotes from Kr. Bull (dletaphon«) 5xd S«pt€Bb«r» 1955. 


• • 

Squire Forster, who llwed in and owned the Castle, 

O 

was an official of Grace Church. He bad a little brown Jug 

of which he was weiy fond , and kept it frequaBt;^ in the coal 

a • 

bln., occasional^ - a couple of tines, be weuM was able to 
euid cone to the fire. 


It was the day of coal oil lanps, and nore than once 
the*lamp happened to get knocked .over. 

* V 

It was the tradition that the Squire was thoroughly 

'di v erte d . 

_ t 

The Squire's second wife was Vre. Lowes, daughter of 


Robert. 


Dr. Robinson (?) PattuUo fanily - 

niece 

second wife, a diet e r of Sqviire Foreter's wife, the daughter 


of Robert Lowes 
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FORSTIR 

. • * / 

Forster’s early life was spend aaoni^t the sorronxidlngs 


Inoident to pioneer settlement of this oonntry* 
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oppoalta J. D. AnthoQj’*a houaa on the Wrlglajr or ^*r^|Ki propartj on 
tha aouth alda of Quaan St* 
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3 Meredith Crescent, 

Toronto. 



•. I em collecting data for a history of the County of Peel and 
would like you to kindly fill in the questionnaire below and return it 
to me as early as you conveniently can, and oblige. 

Wm. Perkins Bull. 


GENERAL PEEL QUESTIONNAIRE 



Indians. 

What Indian relics, if any, have been found in your neighbour- ' 

(y hood, and what bec^e of them? , 

riJe^ik 

' ' DoXyou recall aijy stories of'dealiq^ of early /ettlers with 

Indians; going hunting or fishing with them; being alarmed, 
injured, or helped by them; doing business with them by sale 
or barter; or giving to them when they begged; etc? 


Pioneer Life. 



Do you recall any stories told by old settlers of catastrophdes, 
accidents, practical jokes, amusing incidents, contests of skill 
V and strength, romances, hairbreadth escapes, or unusual provi¬ 
sions, shelters or houses, tools, furniture, clothing, or methods 
of tremsportation, which the early settlers were obliged to use? 

• 4 


^'X'" 


H ^ ‘ 1_ 

at 11 t *L . 


^ V A. ^ J V « V« t- 




What farms or businesses or other properties in your neighbourhood 
are still in the possession of descendants of the original settlers • 
on crown grants? 

t 

I 

I 

/ 




\ 

) 
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History of Coominities (TOUR OWN AND ART OTHER YOU KNOW) 


. Name of conmunity, or village, and origin of name? 


Date of settlement, and first settler? 


Where did the majority of the early settlers come from? 




irhood* _ , ^ ^ * 


Name, location and present condition of first churches in 

S , , ndighhourhood. 

04 . 4 

/ 4* o 4. h 

" ~ "-* - ----- ^ 


Name location and present condition of first schools in 
neighbourhood? 


-9rwvi\ >,wc^*^ *L U*<,(' iZu^ tZZ*'^ ^ 


Location, date of building, and present condition of other 
public buildings. 


Where and of what sort is the oldest house in your neighbourhood, 
and what is its history? 


The oldest store? 


The oldest inn? 
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Is there, or has there been, a post office in this 
comnunity, and if so, during what years, and opened by 
what postmaster? 




Is there, or has there been, a railroad station in this 
community, and if so, on what line and during what years? 


Distinguished Citizens . ( If still living please give address) 


What men have gone out of your community to political 
^ ^ distirjction? 

f ^ //'fn , ^ Aw ^ /1 I A V / 1 i a ♦♦ j 1 v /» <y 




/ 




Well-known figures in fraternal organizations? 


*\J 




Extremely wealthy men and women? 


* 


Prominent clergymen, doctors, lawyers, etc., with provincial 
or wider reputations? 




Writers, artists, designers, musicians, architects, 
actors, etc.? 


< Yt-Ovtt 






















Military heroes, and officers of high rank? 


Scientists and inventors? 


Criminals? 


People distinguished by physical peculiarities, if any, such 
as midgets, giants, sicunese twins, etc., or by longevity, very 
large families, etc.? 


Miscellaneous. 


u 


Are there any non-Anglo-Saxon families in your community, and 
if so, of what nationalities? 


When did such families come in? 


What militia units have operated in your neighbourhood and at 
what times? . __ . _ _ 


r 




Are there any private schools in your neighbourhood, or have 
there been any in the past? Cive what particulars you can? 


■ ) 
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Have any of the leei^4ell-kno«n religious denoainations and 
sects had congregations in your neighbourhood? For exavp^** 
Plymouth Brethren, Christian Scientists, Quakers, Seventh 
Day Adventist's, etc.? 





Are there many Jews in your neighbourhood? 



Is there a public library, and if so, since when, and of 
what size and nature? 


'What great occasions have been celebrated by the connunity, 
royal visits, returns of distinguished'* sons, conventions, 
reunions, anniversaries, etc.? 


I 


O 


What serious epidemics, if any, have afflicted your community? 



Have there been any feimily feuds, splits in churches, election 
rows, etc.? ^ , 


Are any unusual businesses carried on in your neighbourhood, 
any unusual crops grown, or stock kept on the^farms, etc.? 



What fairs are attended by the farmers of your district, and 
have they won_any unusual Awsrd^? .. . 




Give names, addresses, and other particulars of any breeders, 
importers, exhibitors or owners of pure-bred live-stock or 
poultry, in your neighbourhood. 


p 







f 


\ 

\ 





What residenta of your eoHunity have Tory old dishes, books, 
tools, fumituro, ■usioal instruaents or siailar antiquities? 


To what extent are electric lighting and power, telephones 
and water-works, general in your coaoninity? 



Are there any regular social events, holiday celebrations, etc., 
which are a long tradition in your conaounity? 

/ 




In the case of early settlers, your own ancestors, or others, 



did they clear their own land? 



What springs and flowing wells were in your neighbourhood 
and where? 




Are they still there? 





li E.JC3r W tfCT^- 

1* «her« did j««r ftaUj oom trvm A 

C4L*x 

^\jL 


*188^0^ 

* 

>1948 


^ LfHL>4ti4y^4m4^ ••*» 

0^ 4 X 4^, 4,^ /^ /^ ..^ \M^ 9 

i-TKA 6r-r-<^ ^*4^ ^i?^J-N-r»cy ^Co 

^ i9l {!i<4uU4L%4^ ^>f 

8* How did th 07 ooatT /^ -^2; ' 


4« Where did they first eettl*? 

Cty^ty ^ 




6* Why did they aettle there (In partioular)? 
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1* iber* did jonr Miilj oom from A wr^ HftttV ■ ■■■ ■ 

^i^»-»-w-<»-r^ Qk^tX^ Lx^ /^ ^ • 

"j( Ci 4 ^s J -tL i^TKA Cf^ry^ k4^ ^cL/ <W H\Z Lt^-y.^%>uLY 

lu^KT^ Qrrvi,vr4^t, ^^.4 /9'X-k* 

a**^ JL^ C^yXiujt 

T :! uu :'^\ ^ 

3* Ho« did' th«7 oomT ^3^2: 






4* Wher® did they first 8«ttl«t / /£'\r^ 


6* Why did they 8®ttl« there (In yartloular)? 

‘tty^y.A Jy\ ^^4. 

4^t^«»v4^ U> 4~ ^iv/ hW/ d^vcj^l^ ^ 

4» Where else did they live in the oountyf 


they 

KA^yX^ C'iAAAA~ty^«L^i *y-^t-*A 4(^ > t-«-_^X<. ( /rt .iX. * 

^ J'yuXtAO A/i ; 


oountyf 




d-o ’ 





l^UjJSyOtAU, U, 1 ^ 

T* What me the first eorh that the pioaeere undeinook 
after they had found their londt ^ C C~^k4/( 1 

ir - f J t ' w-/'*» 

//Ctvv Q^^f-CA-i.y.Ai j(-t \ cA’*^**~T‘ 4t*’*V4^ ^*-'\J 




f" 





8* Did they build their houses first, or olear the 
soil, or arrant some sort to shelter for their livestoekt 


What methods did they use in olearing the land, ajid j 
idiat sere their first oropsf . • 

X^rvviL^ -4^ A **^ 


) 


'tJktCL Cr*A' 


yjuLUC 
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MRS. T. F0H3TBR — Toronto Tv.!) . 

A lady who thought nothing of a twenty eight * 

mile tramp in the early days and who endured many of 
the hardships which the pioneers had to contend with, 
passed away yesterday in the person of Mrs. T. Rorster, 

-J widow of the late Thomas ?orster. Lirs. i’orster's 

death tooic place at the home of her son, 14r, John '.7. i. 
Porster, 147 i’arnham Ave. The deceased lady was 
93 yea/s of age. She wa^^ of exceptionally Keen mind, 

talcing interest not only in art and music , but in all 

# 

the up-to-date literature of the day. She became blind 
from cataract aboxxt five years ago, but up to that time 
was an omnivorous reader. She was a descendant of John 
'Jycliffe. Born in the "Old Home District", Toronto 

Township, in 1822, . the daughter of John kJilkinson, Mrs. 

\ 

PoTTster, after mari\iafre in 1846 settled in the county 

of Halton at Horval.\^Upon retirement from the home ^ 

\ 

farm in 187E the coupl^^ resided in Brampton until 

\ 

1887, when Mrs. Porster \came to Toronto following the 
death of her husbemd. Since coming to this city she 
had lived with her son, J. 1. i.'Porster, the well- 
Known artist. She last member of a family of six, 
she is survived by two sons,'James u, of Winnipeg, and 
J. W. 1* Mrs. Porster's eariy life wa's spent amongst 
surroundings incident to pioneer settlement of this country 
Her father, frequently, if not regularly, had occasioft to 
walK many miles along woodland trails carrying 
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103. T. P033TER loon'ti. 

wheat to the Htunber mills/ then situated near the 
present residence of-3. Money ••ioKet, and return 
home with a bag of flour on his bach. 3he, herself, 
as a little girl, anticipated with pleasure, the 
tramp of twenty-eight miles to the town.of xoBk. 
Ueedless to say, she attributed to these experiences 
her endurance and i<^ng life. 




•*««a 


Christian Goardiaa”. Tol. LZX. Bo*e, £2 rs¥< 


Was bom in firajqpton» ,Ctuiberlr>ad» Rngland, 162S« 
three years before the family oane to Canada* Conrerted ' 
In early boyhood at his home, nrar StreetsrlUe he nssd 

to tell of the Bethel he had found In the old mills 

^ * > 

at ChurohvlUe (o;7ned by his father) where during 
night duty he wau alone with CorP 

After he married, 1647, he spent the eotlre years 
of his life at Sorrel, county Halton. until 1876* 


Re retired to Brampton in 1876, where in the work 

of the lay ministry he beoeme more aotlve than ercr* 

# 

The regular ministers on the different oiroults where 
he xi&s ohlled to preaoh oeom happy to ooknowledge that oon§r 
greg'atlons did not slaokan* but rather inoroased, when his 
name was announoed. and this was not beaouso of fluent 


speech, for suoh he had not; but because of the 


more.excellent spirit that was In him 


Of this testimp 


ony they deem hi . eminently v7orthy. He lowed the work and 
rewerenoed It, and the jailing was in its-turn honored 


of him in the dignity he Tave to it* He adorned the 


profession of Christ In a Christ-illumined experlenoe 
6uid by the grandeur of a Christ-like^ spirit* A year 
of Intensest suffering wrenched his strong frame asundsri 
and while racked with agony he endured, praying aloud for 
patience that he might not dishonor Cod* In the great 
depression caused by the nature of the disease, while * 
constantly lamenting his own unworthiness and nothing¬ 


ness, he held Christ final; 
Bled, on the 14th of Beoeml 
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William ?arater, the eldest adn of James and 
Elizabeth iCorster, was born, in Branqjton, Cumberland, 

Eng., and died in Brampton, untario, S6 Uay, 1900. 
at the ripe age of 86. His father became one of the 
pioneers of the county of reel having come to this 
country and settled in the township of Toronto, '.fm. 
did military duty during the rebellion of '37. He 
began life as a farmer but soon entered into business 
life for the most part in the town of Brampton. Ho 
was married to Miss Jane Wilkinson, who predeceased 
him by four years. Mr. Forster was one of the oldest 
members of Grace Church, having been recording steward 
and trustee^ for several years, une brother. Dr. Forster 
of ralmerston, stirvives. Him. 






From "Conserrator" Jtma X9 • 90 
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Ibr* and Hra. Wm« Forster of "The Castle” were 


tendered a reoeptlon last Friday ere* by their many 


friends and relatlres in oonaemoratlon of tl^ golden 



wedding day* 















William Porster 


ai958 


James Porster. 
John Porster. 


V 




Porster Pamlly Includes noted Doctors and Artists* 

The Forsters were always staunch liberals, in sym¬ 
pathy with Wm. Lyon Uacicenzie in general, but oppos* 
ed to rebellion. The two older brothers, William 
and James were members of^Montgomer' s squa^ while 


r, trained as a soldier was one of the "home" 
defenoe*- — 


# 

William Forster , the eldest son, went to Pprt Credit 
engaged in the grain business, and amassed a fortune* 
Later he moved to Brampton, continuing as a grain mor- 
chant. He built a block of business houses, and through 
the friendship of Sir John A. Macdonald was made cen¬ 
sus—aommissioner for the middle section of Ontario, and 

a prominent member of the Provincial House. He was one 

P 

of the early magistrates of the County, a leader in % 

• 

Grace Methodist Church and in the social life on Bramp- . 
ton, as host in his beautiful home, still known as"The ' 
Castle." 


j, James Porster had the farm on the north-east corner 

# ' ■—^ ’ -- 

of the 2nd line and Britannia side-road. Ho had a 
son, Thomas, who went to Norval to live. The origl- 

——--- ----— i 

nal log-house on the farm was replaced by^ frame house, 
and when this home was destroyed, James moved to Hor- 
val also. He had owned the g rist-mill a t Churchville, 

\ and made money out of it, but when he sold out a flaw 
in the title prevented him from collecting the sale 





Forster. 


^ M \ 


price and he was a comiJaratively poor man when he 
went to Morval* He beganfolding services in his 
home, preaching and singing ^o the peoplei^iuntil he 
had a congregation large enough to meet in the school- 
house. Another Methodist had come to Ilorval. James 


Gooderham, and the two worked together. When James 
Gooderham xmdertook to build a churohn James Forster 

- - — - - - - -— I * --- 

gave much gratuituUs labour. Died 1872, buried at Streets' 
ville. 


John Forster farmed on both the east and west sides 

0 

of the 2nd line, near Britannia. He was trustee of 
the Meadowvale school, and helped build the new school 
in the village. Some of his children were members of 
the Meadowvale Band, 'an early institution, and all 
worked in the Britannia Methodist church, erected in 
1648or about that time. 

! 




/ 
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Jrvm I«ront« DailJ Star - kag, S7th« 1928• \ 
P.20. 

BRITANJIAr^Lia^ 

^ FOHSTBR/MSCHfPAHTS GATHER AT HOKESTEAI), 

Mewara g f'^onlneiit Faiftllj Honor tho XonorY of Plonoor. 

Tho oolotratlon of tho oontenary of tho oottlo*. 

■out of Janeo Forster, Sr., at Britannia, vhleh was 

eelohrated there on tho old hOMStead plaeo on Satordaj 

afternoon, was made an Inpresslro renewal of allo^laneo 

# 

to famllF Ideals and menorles. Between 125 and 150 
persons assembled for the orent. 

‘ George Forster gars a reriew of tho aneostry of Janos 
loreter7^tEi'~oomon first Canadian forefather of tho 
entire assemblage. ''Then for each of James' sons one 
of tho members of the resulting branch of 'ttio famllj garo 
a short shetch.' J.W.L.Forster, tho portrait painter, 
gare a number of intimate stories of his grandfather, as 
ho had known him best and was tho oldest of tho Immodlato 
famllj present. J.W.L.Forster also sp6ko for his 
eldest uncle, William Forster, because having llTOd in 
Brampton, he was better acquainted with "The Squire" 
as ho was called than anj of the others. 

Kiss Cassis Forster of Guelph, a daughter of Benja¬ 
min Forster, and great-granddaughter of James Forster,< 
spoke for her grandfather, James, Jr. For John Forster, 
the next son, Arthur Forster of Oakville, was the speaker. 
J.W.L.Forster spolce for his father, Thomas; and John 
Hecklej, for his mother, who was Hannah Margaret Forster. 


.4 





T 




" 7T9m Toronto Dalljr Star -^i.n«.27, 1928. 

P.20 

V 

Thoro was non# to represent the Wllldnson hraneh oT tho 
fanllj, the descendants of Sllzaheth Forster, as this 
part of the fa-llj is largelj In the northwest. Pr. 
Fred Forster, of Stratford, oontrlhnted an Interesting 
slcetoh of the life of his father, Pr. Moffltt Forster. 
Poring the afternoon a groop of the fanilj went 
to the Presbyterian cemetery in StreetsTille and there 
laid a wreath on the grare of James Forster, Sr. 

Two ninates of silence was ohserTod both at the grare 
by‘the merry orowd baeh at the old homestead. 

Supper was aerred in a big margues tent. There 
the flag-draped painting of the sturdy old settler oeetu 
pled the place of honor at the head of the table. 
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Forster -Retinion 

Srery trihate that could he paid to an Ontario 
pioneer was heaped upon the memory of James Forster 
uho settled at Stare Bank, two miles west of Britannia 
100 years ago. When descnedants of the sixth generation 
met at the old homestead on Saturday Isist (Aug. 26) 
the climax to this great egent being the laying upon 
his grave In Streetsvllle Cemetery with the dates 
1828-1928. 

The first reunion of the various branches of the 
family held since the coming of James Forsterwas made 
from first to last In honour of the founder of the 
family. In a large marquee hung with Union Jacks 
€ui emblem sincerely revered by this family was hung 
a portrait of James Forster the work of one of his 
grandsons, J.W.L,Forster and facing it the wreath 
that became the dulminatlng effort of the day. 

Four of James Forster's sons and one of his 
daughters were represented in the gathering of 125 
people who came from Dallas, Texas, Sarnia, Shelburne, 
Georgetown, Cheltenham, Streetsvllle, Oakville, Fergus, 
Guelph, Orangeville, Uono Mills and Brantford. Six 
of his grandsons, men now treading the later paths of 
life were present, and three great-great-grandchildren 
all under seven years of age romped over the ground 

on which these men had played as boys. 
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The grandsons were Arthur Stewart, Dr* Janes 
Moffitt, ^ed Aj ». Newton L* sons of John Forster; 

V 

Benjamin, som of James, and J*W*L*, son of Thomas* 

The great-great-grandchildren wfere Barbara Ann and 
Jane Blake, Toronto and Baby Parker, Samis* 

tllss Gertrude Forster, of the fifth generation- 

acted as registrar, and commenced a record 'Of the 
family that will later become a family tree, names 
of parents and dates of births being secured* These 
will also be incorporated in a family history* 

There is a very interesting history of the 
descent of the family from the Carmichaels of Lanark¬ 
shire Scotland, whose history dates back to A.D* 

The Lairdship of Carmichael was included in a grant 
of Douglas in 1321 by King Robert Bruce. At a 
later date, William, Earl of Douglas, granted these 
estates to Sir John Carmichael, Sir* James Carmichael 
born in 1579, attached himself to jeunes VI of Scotland 
and gave considerable grants of money in the royal 
cause. He was created an earl By Charles I. But because 
he was engaged in a plot to release Charles i from prison 
he was fined 2000 pounds although the fine was later 
remitted. 

The eldest son of Sir James Carmichael, another 
Jamee haa a daughter Phoebe and it Is from this daughter 
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Forster 

that the Forsters trace their descent• There being 
no male issue, the earldom became eztinitf and the 
estates of Hiyndford v/ere claimed by a cousin of Phebe, 
and are still in possession of this lady's descendants. 

Phoebe Carmichael was married to Aaron Forster, Cov¬ 
ington in 1756 and their grandson was James Forster, the 
pioneer of Peel. He was born in 1790, at Ayton a quiet 
Northumbrian village, was brought up there, received a 
good elementary education, and was apprenticed in the cue 
tom of Dot his day. ^ But at 14 he ran away to Brampton, 
Cumberland and there apprenticed himself to a small 
manufacturer of shone and clogs. 

He had the experience so common in the England of his d^ 
of being torn between the writings of infidels like 
Tom Paine and th ' preachings of the "RanterB" or chapel 
0olk. Through the greater influence of the latter 
he was converted and the change he underwent changed 
all his life 6uid produced the remarkable results 
in hie connections with Peel County and in the bringing 
up of his family. 

Before leaving England he was very active in 

i 

Christian work forming an Evangelistic band going about 
as a local preacher and oven forming a band to attract 
men away from the public houses. This type of work 
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Forster 


was taken up on his arrival in Canada, where he later 
helped erect the Methodist, now United Church at 
Britannia, and in Norval, where he was instrumental in 
getting hhe Methodist Church of that village erected* 

Miss Caseie Forster outlined the trek of James 
son of James, the pioneer, from Britannia in lti65, to 
Garafraxa, with his household goods and his family of 
13 children* She told incidents of harvesting with 
sickles and threshing with flails that are family 
traditions of the life at Britannia a crop of 500 bushels 
at a dollar a bushel p^ing for the farm there. 

The story of Thos. Forster was told by his J.W.L. #io 
said his^ather shrank from no service for the advancement 
of his community, the village of Norval or the greater 
community of the province. He had an incident 
thoroughly enjoyed by the whole clan, of Thomas Forster 
taking the Churchville^^^n^hich he played the clarionet 
to Brampton at 11 p.m. and rousing the inhabiteuits by 
playing the two tunes the band knew. 

Dr. James Moffitt Forster, J.W.L,Forster, and John 
Hockley representing four branches of the family were 

i 

dispatched with the wreath for the pioneer's grave and 
arrangement had been made that at the moment of placing 

the wreath the assembly should observe two minutes 

_ _ -• \ 

silence broken by the singing of "Blest be the tie that 


Binds." 
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Forster 

That the graves of Jas« Forster and Elisaheth ^ 
his wife may be kept in perpetual beauty and eeeollness 
a comittee consisting of Harvey Forster, Port Credit; 

Dr* F*J*H*Forster, Stratford, ai:id Dr* J*M*For8ter,. 
Oakville was appointed to confer with the managers of 
the PresbytWsrian Church, Streetsville and the matter 
opened up with the perpetual care of the entire 
cemetery as an ultimate objective. ._ _ „ _ 
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r.ioT'JDSS . . 

i;oTED rccTCfis a:::: ahtis'^s. 

Toronto T.vp, Fioneer’c llsny Descendent? plan 
I’anr'.ot^ C?ntenr.8TT Ce’^otretion at Britannia 
-Settled in 1828. 






A very bri'r^.t li’rtre wan rhed on the early hir 
-tory of Soutlkern Peel, by the comiiip' to_ the second 
line weft in 1825 of J^es Forster and his family, 
and that lustre to-day is brighter, with the addeci 
brillance that comes from diftingnished descendants 
of family, preparing this week to celebrate the 
centennial oY the Forster faii'il'" in Canada. 

Janes Forster, the originator of the Canadiai 
branch of the I'amily, was born in Brampton, Cumber 
-lend, l^ngland, and waS e direst descendant of the 
Earldom -01 Findford, Scotland, Growing to nan|s es 
-tate, he became even in those far-back days in his 
native town a manufacturer, and was 28 years of a/re, 
with a fami''y of six children, four sons and two 
daughters, when decided to try his fortunes in 
the Hew ’.Vorld. 

Fol’owing the track across the ocetin, and into 
the wild-ei?ne8s of Uo’^cr Canada, already marked by 
the feet of compatriots from his own village, James 
Forster chose the Britannia district in Toronto 
Township, in which to make a new home for himself 
and his yonn^ family. Cn the northwest corner of 
Britannia siaeroad and the second "line v.est he pur 
-chased from the Canada Lard Company 100 acres of 
land, choosing this site because it was very near 
the Credit River, a "ery bc.autiful spot, in the 
midst of dense woods, lofty virgin trees, v.ith 
pretty sunlit glades runriing back from the river. 

An ardent discirie of Isaaok tValton, James Forster 
lived near td.sdme rfeach of the Credit River to 
the end of his da’'S, and lies at rest on one of 
its sunlit banks, not two miles from his pioreet 
home. 
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T^ith hiF young family, the eldest ol vihoc, Tilliam, 
was 9 yeaiT oi age, ine others being James, John, 
Thomas, l^lizabetn, named after her mother and l!ar 
-,^aret. he undertook the work being done by hundreds 
of Priticherr all over the country, and soon had a 
comfortable log house in which to live. Later, his 
last child I'ofiitt, named after his mother, was 
born in this house. 

The years were passing and James Forster could 
not forget that he had been v manufacturer and np.t. 


a farmer in 
-rille, les 


his 


s native 


FngJ 

— than five milt--. 

-porturities for waterpower along tl 
01 the Credit drew him, and in 1847 


land. The viPage of Church 
es away, with wonderful op 
the level banks 
he and his son. 
John, engaged in the erection of n, grist mill, right 
in ths village. This was a marvellously busy spot 
81 years ago, with a saw r-iill. two tanneries, three 
genefal stores, two taverns, two harness shops, one 
ladie’8 school, a common sc’^ool, a f’. F. chapel 
and mission house in which two ministers lived, a 
post-office with mail coming in twice a week, and 
a daily stago-coach to Toronto. 

Tn^ bury and thrilling of this pionc.r fssnily, 
iust beginning to lajr hands upon life, lives in 
the innalr of the Forster faipily, wrilt( 
pages, 


ten on golden 



iuad.” 

of the young ''ueen Victoria, was freguently reiold 
around the glowing hearth. John had trained as a 
soldier, but had ri^maiged behind as one of the 
’’home'* defence. 




>r 


OPFOSFC R^FIPOi;. 

The Forsters had ever i,een staunch liberals, 
were in sympathy with the general ideas of Tilliam 
■^yon Mackenzie,’ but were very much 0 ]rored to his 
idea of rebellion. Hence their attitude when at 
last the rebellion broke out. 
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!’acKenzie £j..i lo’.tr.t v,r6 IdiH visitors to the 
district, addresfin/; freTUont ’^ectisfs in tht Streets 
-ville-:^Wchville neighborhood but v.ere finaP? 
ebnsed out cS the west side of rsel^by the ovalit^s* 
Tiiae vras passin/j, tr i ■il'’iein rorster. the e d 
-est son, wnt to Fort Cre.it to en^uge in the ^rain 
business, whore he amasseo large sums ol money* 
had undertaken to farm on the northeast corner ot 
the secon'^ line nn" the Tritaunia sideroad. John 
was across the road f^or. him, famdng th' 
both east and west sides of the second line, Thomas 
went to llorval, whither hi*" father later followed 
him, on the destruction of the frame house which re 
-placed the Tog house on the original farm.. 

The venture of the grict-mill at Churchville 
proved ‘o be a profitable one until James Jorster 
sold out. By a flaw in a title, he was not able to 
collect the sale price, and went to Morval a oompara 
-tively a poor man. ; 

t'offitt attended Dr, Rolph’s School of Wedicinc 
in Toronto and, on graduation*, practised variously 
in Actori, Tynden, Tnorndale and Palmerston, After 
achieving success and a well-earned rest, he retired 
to Toronto, and died at the advanced age of 94 years. 

PRnnD OF TiF 

FilMaii. moved to went into the grain 

business'There, erected a block of business houses 
which still bears his name, and foil ed a remrrkpble 
friendship with '"tr John A. ’''‘aodonEld. One outcome 
of this rr.r ^hrt he wpf mace census 

commissioner for the middle section o'^ Ontario, 
end became a well-known figure in the Provincial 
^ouse. Another of his closest friends was Tir Oliver 
f'owat. ’"ilfiam was one of the earlier magistrates 
of T^cel, was an outstanding figure in Orace L'etho- 
dist, now Frit ad Church, and led the social life 
of Brampton as host at ’’The Castle'* as the beauti 
-lul homein which ho lived is still crlled. 

w'hen James Forster and his s n, Thomai , went 
to ITorval the former i tutsvd cervices in con- 
rection with the I'etl.odist denomination, holding 
these services in his hone an' rot :nly preac'i- 
ing to the peorle tut si.ging to t iim as vel'!, 

Vie congregation increased until it was large e- 
nougb to meet in the schoolhouse. 
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5:011 ?xvoT ?Ainr£:i. 

Thomas Forster had two sons, JamtiS who went 
to the Mert, and J.7?.!., '-v^.o it nov.- Canada's out 
-standinf^ portrait pairier. The latter was chrict 
-ened in'lo£l by one of the first Methodist mini 
-stcrs to risi t'Tlorval, Rev. l!r. nillou, 7 hby. 

Janes Cooderham had just come to the villaRc 
to start a store and nills, and '■e Jane® Forster 
became a strong tetin in evHnf;e'istio work, .’(htL 
Ml'. Cooderhan undertoo’ to buil'-' a c’mrch, James 
Forster gave muc^ gratuitous labor. 

. Forster says of his falser; "The 
founders having moved away, my father became class 
-leader, local ];‘reacher, circuit stev.ard, '^unday 
school superintendent, leader in most of the 
church's activities, and even sup’"'’ie'i wood for 
the fires." 

Theevening 01 life v.as setting in for the 
v/o'*kv.orn pioneer* and he chose once more a p^ace 
by the River Crerit, at Glenwil1ians, and in a 
little brick cottage,^ overhanging the muimiuring ^ 
stream, once more srioyea fishing, and the reef 
to whi ch he was cntitlen. In 1871 he passed away, 
and was brought to lie in ^treetsville Fresby^ 
terian Cenenfry beside the beloved wile who nod 
left him in 1847. 

JnirKTs'had gone from Pritannio district, 
lured by the call of lands in newer sections of 
Canada,”moved to the Test, and one of his 
Fonr, j. A. Forster, is a prominent citizen of 
Fergus to-day. 

John was carrying on on the Lritannia farm¬ 
stead. acting as trustee of Meaco. vale scho 1, 
attended now by his own children, and heluing to 
build a new school in that village. Seme of nir 
older children were associated with the Feadowvale 
Band, an early institution of tV'at village, and 
all were Ttere assisting in the services at Fritan- 
nia i'ethodist Church erected about 194^, 

The two daug^'ters of the family, John'ssisters, 
had married, Elizabeth becoming the wife of John 
'Wilkinson, Margaret of Thomas Sooklev. Both died in 

remained at Prilannia until 
18.6, when he bold hir fai'm and moved to CakvilTe 
passing awa^ in 1897. ‘ " 
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^TT’TC T^ni' q^^htratict:. 

T^it third renerotion vaP by thir time bcrin 
-ring to forge to the front. In the affairs of 
the district and of X^e province. J. ?i. ", Forster, 
son of 'rhomas, who at the age of 16 sketched hif 
mother and . on prized at the Fi^'ton Fairwith the 
pictures nr? wor’^ing hip way npwe.rd on the '•adder 
of Canadi'in feme as a painter, -ir pn^^ils won 
prizes at the Chicar'O ’^•n'orition in "’DPG.Ue was de 
-i'utei to raint histcrichl -ricturer of the Pritish 
Rbyhl Fanily, nnd his work beconinr better and bet 
-ter kno./n with the passing yeats, he ir at the age 
'■ 77 years, enjoying a remarkable and unique 

ition among Canadian artists. ' - 

^is well kno./n nortrait of ^is mother, painteo 
in later years, and entitled. "At '•^lering," ir the 
work that* binds him so close ly to the hearts of 
Canadians. To-day, in bir beautiful Toronto hone, 
his Mother looks’ from tho place of honor upon that 
great 'ueen Tother, Victoria, engaged with other 
crowned heads of ■^,iro’'c in a thanksgiving service 
at *"1. Ceorge’s Chape^I. Across the room. Bishop 
‘^tringer. that greab pioneer in the Yukon, who 
slanted the banner of t’-e Church of England in 
the snov/F of northern Canada, smiles up at her,and 
her henign gaze seem= to rest on the greatest master 
-piece her son ever executed-"Bosana," representing 
the triunj 2 hal entry of Christ into Jemsalen, and 
signifying the eventual road all mankind will take 
following in the footsteps of tlu King of Kings, 

CITTCTATiPniC rOCTCH. 



Dr, Janes tioffitt Foi-ster, son of John, has at 
-tained the zenith of farie through another entire¬ 
ly different channel. Graduating from the Toronto 
Pchool of riedicine in 18*36, and after practising 
in Oakville for a short time, he was appointed by 
the I'owat_Government, on Ilovemler 7, 16o7, to men 
-tal hospital service, first a rhysician and assis 
-tant saperintendent, then superintend cut at Brock 
^-viT^e and Inter at 'peer, “^treet west, Toronto, 

Be v/ent to Thitby, which was in every respect •'is 
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hospitpl, the expression of everythinp that he had 
learned and of tne fmits of experience. The wor’*^ 
rthicH he did in planning an-^ in orc-ir.isin*>' t^c 
hospital at TThitby, after a special vir it to 'Pnropet 
7/as the cro\7ninp event in ^is'lon^ career of scr 
-vice to Canada, a service that v. ill be carried 
on for fjeneration? yet to come. 

:!riTCH AT 17. 

Another of John’s sons has j-'iven outstanding 
service to the community in which settled, Arthur 
Forster became, editor of the Ofikville in 

'&39. when only 17 yearr of a^re, Fvery service that 
an eoitor can render the place of his* adopt ion, he 
has re?ir.ereii Lakvil le. but to that he has added a 
municipal service of ^ years, vias councillor, 
then lor 6 years was Tleeve of the town, sat in the 
*'ayor'r chair for three years, was .Taroen of Util ton 
County^ in l?13j and ir at present chairman of the 
Toard "of Tducatio.j. rle is a past master of the 
Mr conic '''od^e and was for 13 years president of 
the OakviPe Fair Foard, Fis most recent effort in 
behalf of the town was the launching of the Rotary 
Olpb. tTg v/as vice-president on its inception, was 
elected president- and still holds that office, 

jr. Fred J. R. Forster, of Stratfor d ^ son of 
Dr. Moffitt Forster is one of the best-known physic 
-ians of Wat city, is president of the local Ro¬ 
tary Club, is prominent in political affairs, hav-. 
in.p; ^0 fhe polls in behalf of the liberal 

party. 

’ Another Fred Forster, a descendant of Thomas 
Forster is prominent in tne Province of KlhkcXa.. 
having hrd much to do with making the "province^' 
dry and is at nresent handlinp" the 70vernmcnt 
end of -the control of the sale. 


ART FFRFDIT/iRY. 

In still another feneration, the artistic ten 
-dencies are to be found, !,'rf. Carrie Arnir.fton, i 
great granddaufhter of James Forster, having recent! 

won distinction in the Old Forld, her pictures 


1 
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having been purchased by the French Government i 
and hung in the great French Salon. She is a desW 
Cendant of Elizabeth Forster, who married John / 
T^ilkineon. and was herself at one time an art 
pupil of ner second cousin, J. 7!, I. Forsjier. ) 
The story oi the family will be tolJsTHh^ 
reunion to be held in the original home of the 
family on the Britannia sideroad on August 2£th,, 
when many details will be linked up with those 
given here, ^t all them will point to the high 
ideals of attainment and service set before each 
their head, James Forster, who set the pace 
_for service in the new country to which he came, 
a Tace that has been followed in a remarkable de¬ 
gree by each succeeding generation. 
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THOMAS F0B3T2R 


Was born in Branqpton. Cumberland, Sngland, 1825. 

three years before the family came to Canada. Converted 

in early boyhood at his home, near Streetsville he used 

to tell of the bethel he had found in the old mills i 

at Churchville (ov/ned by his father) where dxiring • 

night duty he was alone with GoeP 

After he married, 1847, he spent the active years 

of his life at Horval, county nalton, until 1876. •"] 

He retired to Brampton in 1876, where in the work t 

\ 

of the lay ministry he became more active than ever. 

\ 

M • 

The regular ministers on the different circuits where 
he was cMled to preach seem happy to acknowledge that oongr | 
gregations did not slackan, but rather inoreaadtTi when his 
name-was announced, and this was not beaouse of fluent 

i 


speech, for such he had not; but because of the 
"more excellent spirit that was in him." Of this testimp 
ony they deem hi eminently worthy. He loved the work and 
reverenced it, and the calling was in its turn honored 
of him in the dignity he gave to it. He adorned the 
profession of Christ in a Christ-illmnined experience 
and by the grandeur of a Christ-like spirit. A year 
of intensest suffering wrenched his strong frame asunder; 



and while racked with agony he endured, praying aloud for 
patience that he might not dishonor God. In the great 
depression caused by the nature of the disease, while 
constantly lamenting his own unworthiness^_^Md nothing¬ 
ness, he held Christ firmly, t ght -Hry 
Died, on the 14th of December, 1887. 








pb%* Forster's Father, Was 0ns of First Settlers in Peel County* 

The funeral of Mrs* Martha Monger Forster took plaoe at 
Belwood yesterday* Mrs* Forstm* died at the hosie of her dau^ter* 
Mrs* Cook, Lawton ATenue* Deer Park* on Tuesday night* She had 

. • ■' • t.v ve. 

reached the advanced age of el^ty^flve and was the last of one of 
the pioneer families, of .^ael Coimty* Her father was the lat#; 

Squire Benjamin Monger* of Bra]^>t<m* In early life he was a sea 
captain* and having been drafted Into the navy was on Lord Nelson's 
flagship when the famous admiral was shot* Leaving t^ sea*^he 

C’Cff . o ■^o • . ' *■ v 

settled in New Brunswick* but came to Peel County in 1808 with -a 
party* Including^the^Proudfoots* Jarvis' axid^Merrlgolds* When-the^ 
settlement had grown older Mr* Monger was made a magistrate* In which 

I. . - iC ' - . , ’ * • 

position he served for a number of years* Ibrs. Forster's mother was 
a Miss Herrlgold* who was a cousin of the great John Wesley* v Im . ^ 
1843 Miss Monger marrledr-Mr* James Forster* a member of another 
pioneer family* The greater part-of their married life was'spenb^ 
near Belwood^ Mrs* Forster* who retained all her faculties to the 
very last* could give some very Interesting reminiscences of early 
life In Ontario and told of visits to Toronto when It was only 
Muddy York* 










THE BiUOnSR ''iVD TIKES 


I)«o«Bb«r 2nd. 1915* 




FORSTER: Ibrs* T« Forster, widow of the lete ThMMs 
Forster, died at the home of her son, Ur, John W. L* 
Forster, 147 Famham are*, Toronto, on Monday,(H ot* 
29th)* The deceased lady was 93 years of age* She 

a 

was a descendant of John Hyoliffe* Bom in the "Old 


Home distriot*" Toronto Township in 1822, the dan^ter 


of John Wilkinson, Vira, Forster, after her marriage 
in 1846, settled in the ooxinty of Halton, at Horral* 
Upon retirement from the home farm in 1872 the oouple 
resided in Brampton tuitil 1887, when Mrs* Forster 
same to Toronto, following the death of her husband* 
Slnoe going to Toronto she had liyed with her son, 

J* W* L. Forster, the well-known artist* She formerly 
attended Broadview avenue Methodist ohuroh, but was 

' J 

of late years a member of Carlton Street ohxiroh* The 
last member of a family of six, she is survived by 
two sons, James W*, of Winnipeg, and J* W* L* Mrs* 




c.'iRLToi: s'j’REir: chtoch 

IIRS. IL'vRTHA FOHS?ER 



_ Krs. llartha Forster, viidoit-ol' the lajje Thomas _ 

Forster, was horn in the Township of Toronto, County 
of York, and at an early a/;e moved with her parents to 
the vicinity of Brampton v.’here slie was,married and- 
became a member of the Methodist Churdh. 

After.remaining there for three years she with her 
husband removed to the village of Norval, they were 
prominently identified with the Methodist Church. 
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From THE HISTORY OF THE METHODIST CHURCHES IN TORONTO 
by Tbcmas Edward Chang;)Ion, 1899• 


p* 293 


MRS. I 


FORSTER widow of the late Thomas Forster, 


was bom In the'Township of Toronto, County of .York, and 
at an early age moved with her parents to the vicinity 
of Brempton, where she was married and became a member 
of the Methodist Church, * 

After remaining there for three years she with her 
husband removed to the village of Norval, where they were 
prominently Identified with the Methodist Church, 

Thomas Forster, husband of the subleot of the 
above sketch, was bom near^the town of Brampton, County 
of Cumberland, England, and came to this country with 
his parents when only three years of age. He became a 
Local Preacher, a Class Leader and Sabbath School teacher. 
His father was also a Local Preacher of much prominence, 
Mrs. Forster Is a member of the Carlton Street Methodist 
Church,(Toronto) Her sons, James W. and Jolm W. L,, 
are prominent members of the Methodist Church, the former 
residing near Brampton on the old homestead, and the 
latter a well-known artist In the City of Toronto, 
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The Conserrator £ Daoamber« 1915* 

MR3» T* FORSTER •• Toronto T.tp# 

A lady who thought nothing af a twenty eight 
mile tramp in the early days and who endured many of 
the hardships which the pioneers had to contend with* 
passed awa.7 yesterday in the person of Mrs* T* Forster, 
widow of the late Thomas Forster. Urs. Forster's 
death toolc place at the home of her son, llr* John W* L* 
Forster, 147 Farnham Ave, The deceased lady was 
93 yeai's of age. She wa^ of exceptionally keen mind, 
taking interest not only in art and music , but in all 
the up-to-date literature of the day. She became blind 
from cataract about five'Vears ago, but up to that time 
was an omnivorous reader. She was a descendant of John 
Wyoliffov Bovn in the "Old Home District", Toronto 
Township, in 182E, the daughter of John Vfilkinson, Mrs. 

Forster, after marriage 1% 1846 settled in the county 
of Halton at Ilorval. Upon retirement from the home 
farm in 1872 the couple resided in Brampton until 
1867, when Mrs. Forster came to Toronto following the 
death of her husband. Since coming to this city she 
had lived with her son, J. W. l. Forster, the well- 
known artist. TheXast member of a family of six, 

4 

she is survived by two sons, James V?. of Winnipeg, and 
J. W. L. Mrs, Forster's early life was spent amongst 
surroundings incident to pioneer settlement of this country. 
Her father, frequently, if not regularly, had occasion to 
walk many miles along woodland trails carrying 
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The Coaserratoor Z Deoember* 191ft* 

\ 

XRS. T. FORSTBB |eon«t)* 

wheat to the Humber mille* then situated near the 
present resldenoe of 3» liorley "loJcet, and return 
home with a beg of floor on his baok* She, herself, 
aa a little- girl, emtioipated with'pleasure, the 
tramp of twenty-eight miles to the town of Tonk* • 
Heedless to say, she attributed to these experienoos 
her endurance and long life* 















THE HI3T0P.Y OF -TIS ITETHDDIST CHIJRCHTS IE TOPOIITO - 10 
% 

Pa;^6 294 ' 1!RS. ILiRTHA FOPSTER. 


T honas Forster, husband of the subject of the 

-above sketch, was born near the town of“'Sranip'toJi,~County 

of Cumberland, England, and came to this counti’y with 
• his parents when only three years of age. He became a 
Local Preacher, a Class Leader and Sabbath School, teacher. 
His father was also a Local Preacher of much prominence. 
Mrs. Forster is a member of the Carlton Street Methodist 
Church. Her sons, James V/. and John W. L., are prominent 
members of the Methodist Church, the former residing 
near BramnTSh on t}a6 old homestead, anu the latter a well- 
known artist in the City of Toronto. 
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THE HIST0T7Y OF THE !T:IH03IST CltimCKES HI '"0”01:T0 - 11 
CAPLTOII STREET CHURCH 

Page 294 Contd. ' JOHII WYCLIFFE LBTflS FOHSTFR^ 

for two years. Was identified with the evangelistic 
> 

’vork rhile in France both amongst the French and the 
English citizens, and acted as Lay Preacher. Was also 
indentified with the Y.!!.C.A. work in France, being 
a member of the Committee of Direction. Mr. Forster 
is also connected with Y.M.C^A. work in the City of Toronto 
is a Local Preacher of much prominence, and is at present 
a member of Carlton Street Church, a Class Leader of miich 
prominence, and is at present a member of Carlton Street 
Chtiroh, a Class Leader and Superintendent of the Sabbath 
School. 

He has been promintently identified with the Epworth 
League, the Boys' Brigade, in fact, nearly every organiza¬ 
tion in the city intended to promote the interests of 

religion and the welfare of his fellow^an. 

% 











^ A Ov\ 






^' S1983 

\ * ' 

(\ iXM the art gallert. 

Fopmders: Lady Eaton, Sir Joseph Flaytlle, Bart., 
, Sir William Maokenele, H. C. Cox, 
Chester B. Massey, Sir Edmond Osier, Sir Henry 
Fellatt, Sir Edmund Walker, Mrs. H. B. Warren, ■ 

E. R. Wood. 


(^J. W. L. Forste: 




From THE HISTORY OF THE METHODIST CHDBCHES IN TORONTO 
by ^oBias lilward Champion, 1699* 


p* £94 

JOHN WYCLIFFE LEWIS FORST^ ^ona of the foremost artists 

of the City of Toronto, and son of the late Thomas 

Forster, was born at the Tillage of Noiral, In the County 

of Halton, where he reoeived his early education at the 

oonmon school, and afterwards attended the Grammar 

# 

School In the town of Brampton. At an early age .he showed 
signs of his genius as an artist, and after pursuing his 
studies In that direction for several years In his 
native province, he went to France to complete his 
education, remaining there four years under tuition. 

Mrr~Forster has been closely connected with the 
Methodist Church and its work all his life. Was President 
of the Young People's Association of the Metropolitan 
Church for two years. Was Identified with the evangelistic 
work while In France both amongst the French and the 
English citlsens, and aWted as Lay Preacher. Was also 
identified with the Y. M. C. A. work in France, 
being a member of the Committee of Direction. Mr. 

Forster Is also connected with the Y. M. C. A. work In 
the City of Toronto; Is a Local Preacher of much prominence!, 
and Is at present a member of Carlton Street Church, a 
Class Leader and Superintendent of the Sabbath School. 

He has been prominently Identified with the Epworth 
League, the Boys' Brigade, in fact, nearly every 
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From THE HISTOBT OF THE METHODIST CHURCHES IN TOROMTO 
by Thomas Edward Champion, 1899* 

J* W. L« Forster - 2* 

organisation in the oity intended to promote the 
interests of religion and the welfare of his fellow-nan* 
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xu% itum • «v V «# *... , 

^ Mnu R. H. McClellan and family of i 
Hottonvilk attended the Forster re- 
uniof at the M portrait 

, arlM^ J. W. L. ^orsterJ^leDrating 
ills birthday. MhHPoeaMr painted an 
‘ imaflrinary picture of the tour he took 

N through the Emerald Isle last sum¬ 
mer with Mrs. Forster. A luncheon | 
was served, after which Dr. A. Moore, 1 
^^g'-moderator of the United Church,! 
\ in a few remarks^extended to Bir. and 
^ ‘Mrs. Forster on- behalf of the clan a 
happy birthday and a happy New 
YeaFr ^ 
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OBITUARY 




FORSTER: The death occurred at 
her home in Bolton at an early hour 
Wednesday, ^pt. mh, of Annie 
piompson. wife of E. C. Forster, in 
her 62nd year. Mrs. Forster was a 
^ugrhter of Mr. and Mrs. Albert 
rhom^n, of Snelin’ove. where she 
resided until coming to Bolton. She 
was a member of tne United Church 
and until declining health prevented 
took an active interest in the Wo¬ 
men s Association and Women's Mis- 
sionary Society. Surviving are her 
mother; three daughters. Mrs. Ralph 
Moore, Bolton; Mrs. Norman Ander¬ 
son. Brampton, and Mrs. O. J. Hard¬ 
er* Jt sisters, Mrs. 

o.ijRr ““tchinson and Mrs. Richard 
SnUI, Snelgrove. The funeral took 
■ace Friday afternoon to Laurel Hill 
/Cemetery, 





Mrs. E. C. Forster ' J 
/l^e funeral took place to Lau^ 
Hill Cemetery, Bolton, last Fridb 
afternoon of Annie Thompson, wife of 
E. C. Forster, who passed away jn 
her sixty-second year on the pre^oiis 
Wednesday at her home in Bolton. 
She was a daughter of Mr. and Mre. 

. Albert Thompson, of Snelgrove, whex^ 
she resided until coming to Bolton. 
She was a member of the United 
. fehu rch and^until declining health ^re< 
"veHted, took an active interest in the 
Woman’s Association and Women’s 


Missionary Society. Surviving are 
her mother; three daughters, Mrs. 
Ralph Moore, Bolton; Mrs. Norman 
Anderson, Brampton, and Mrs. 0. J. 
Hardwick, Bolton; also two sisters, 
Mrs. Hugh Hutchinson and Mrs. Rich¬ 
ard Snell, Snelgrove. 
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iFnmiRiiiEr' 

LinsminiE 

^ AeliftMu Inj«iii> Fatal M 
CligjM|KWhaj^Bt«< • 

N(^mimicE" 

“J y * ■• d' ' 

> Gave w TaaddM Covat to 





Grovpg Lofe 

ror Alt . I 

John W: uC_ 

MjtiBt, dM in I 
^pital #ariy I 
came afUr m 
dauB in ^ tha ^ 

Hursday night, 
collision witn'ai 
hit homo on Wall 

. Bir. Foster had tmallad! 
pM, India and oil 
porsoit of hit prof| 
among Mt oommf 
painting of the po: 
peror and amprtas 
the world Sunday seh^l eogyentjon 
in Tokio, 1930. I^e artist had to ‘ 
perform hit task with o^ one 
glimpse of hit tubjectt. Tne re¬ 
mainder of' the work was done 
f^m photographs and he had to 
give his promise no other eyes 
should sea dieili. 

When WOodrow Wilson sought a 
portrait, punter to put on canvas 
the featump of his late wife, hei 
telectad Mr. Forster. 

The artist was bom in hlorval, 
{t>nt, in a log cabin, 85 years ago. 
He first essayed the teadiing pro¬ 
fession, but after a course in a 
local school, abandoned H.in favor 
of art He struggled' on in that 
pursuit despite meagre eneourage- 


, when he was 80, he had: 
exhibition in the Pariij 
azHl in competition with the 
Frmfeli talim was ad-d 
the.beet student: 




trs in the ajtelier.. • ^ ( r ’ * 

•ng his fitters ard included • 
three govemors-genetml of t^anada, 
five pnme ministers and numensus 
leading United States citisent'^ ; 


■*rr 
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OHDROHYILLE CQU 


fOEST£R»|johB 1819 - 1896» interred at OakriUa 
^Wllaria, (Monger) 1820 • 1861 


rd, 1844 - 186B 
1845 - 1873 


Infante 


Robert Stalwart* e* of John and Slisa Faster 
Thomaa« Infant son of Thos* S* and Margaret Forater 

FOBSTERt^fhoma^Bd^t^rd - d* 19 Mar* 1868* aged 24 ^ra* 1 so 
^Thonae* eon of above* aged 3 mos* 

Marla* wife of John Forater* d* 30 Oot* 1861 * 

. ^ aged 41 yra* 6 nos* 21 dya* 


Inna Marla* aged 3 mos* 11 dya* 

Mary Franoea d* 13 Sept* 1854* aged 1 yr* 11 dya* 


FBR3TER* George W* d* 12 April 1846* aged 8 mos* 6 dya* 
Jane* d* 23 July 1846* aged 10 nos* 8 dya* 







, sTEmasYiLLg ruBLic cBatmr 

Anaon Green, d. 14 Hot*, 1871, e* SI jre* 
w. Margaret (Irwin), d* ££ Imtlj, 1908, n* 63 yre 
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St* Pttters Inglloan C«b* 


gorster 

I 

▲da Alb erta ^nide:^ 
w* of Uewton L* gorater 


1666 1921 



CAS&AB*8 CBOSSRT. 


*1906 


yOBSTHR. 

b* 14 7«b., 18£9, d. 28 May. 1866. 

K 

w. Charlotta Oatherlna (sterona) 

b. 16 Sept.. 1881. d. 11 Mot*. 1911. 

8. George, d* 1868. a. 1 yr« 

” Sdw€urd. d. 81 Oot.. 1884, a. 81 yra. 

Hat. of Cmaberland. Bagland. 

% 

w. Aliee d. 16 Aog., 1688. a« 86 yra« 

Hat. of Tipperary, trelaiid* 

• a 

Mary OoBPlngton. dao« of X* and A* For^ater. 
b. 1840 • d. 1919 

” Xdeard. b* 8 Mar. 1844 - d. T Feb. 1909 • (1909) 

” Ann Jane (Darla) b. 16 July 1846 - d. 18 Jaiul981 
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Branpton Csete jp 
Blodc A. 


• TOBSTgL 





WUliaa •> b« at Braapton^ Cumberland, England* 24 Ang* 1815* 


d. 27 Apr* 1900* 


/ 


ane (Wilkinson) b* 25 Mar* 1817 In Bo\ilb 7 ^ Festmoreland^ Eng* 


d* 5 Aug* 1898 in Brampton, a* 76 yrs* 4 mos* 11 djra* 
# 


\ (James Uofflt Forster - at Mayfield, Cliing# 


d, 24 July, 1842, a* 1 yr* 4 mos. 10 days* 




Majrtlia Jane Forster - b* near Brampton, Ont* 

d* ;:9 Au:'’* 1844, a* 1 yr* 4 mo* 5 days* 


FORSTER 


Thomas — Natlre of Brampton, England* 
d. 14 Dee. 1887, a. 62 yrs* 

argaret Wilkinson - d* 29 Nov. 1915, a* 98 yrs* 
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Porstax 



Si8»8 

y . ' 

Blook B* 

BHAUPTOH OaCSIESlT 

"^ Thoma A. #776482, 1875-1929. 
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